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Recently Built High Schools 
in Northeast Illinois

** Currently under construction

 * Cost include land acquisition

3684.12009 $    146,240,000        3,000 Metea Valley**

8516.52005 $      63,000,000        1,400 Little Village (Chicago)

231042004 $      65,000,000        2,400 Oswego East

36702004 $      48,608,000        2,500 South Elgin

51702004 $    103,322,000        3,600 Bolingbrook

32752001 $      40,800,000        2,400 Plainfield South

1776.21999 $      44,700,000        1,100 
Northside College Preparatory 
(Chicago)

40751997 $      62,500,000        3,000 Neuqua Valley

Students Per 
AcresAcres

Year 
Built Cost* CapacityHigh School
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Municipal Ordinances related to Land/Cash requirements.

451,500482,300654,000451,500502,500High School

2990019900199003490019900Jr. High

1160011600116001760011600Elementary

AcresStudentsAcresStudentsAcresStudentsAcresStudentsAcresStudents 

MattesonMatteson
  

GrayslakeGrayslake
  

PalatinePalatine
  

ManhattanManhattan
  

New LenoxNew Lenox
  

Municipality

552,500451,500801,500802,500802,400High School

29120029900359003075025900Jr. High

1160011600156001560015600Elementary

AcresStudentsAcresStudentsAcresStudentsAcresStudentsAcresStudents 

ElginElgin
  

JolietJoliet
  

St. CharlesSt. Charles
  

CarpentersvilleCarpentersville
  

Oswego Oswego 
  

Municipality
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Questions to Consider

• Should school districts be required to consider biking a walking as a Should school districts be required to consider biking a walking as a 
key component of site selection?key component of site selection?

• Should school districts be required or encouraged to design school Should school districts be required or encouraged to design school 
sites, particularly high schools, in a manner that enhances biking sites, particularly high schools, in a manner that enhances biking 
and walking? and walking? 

• Should land-cash ordinances be revisited?Should land-cash ordinances be revisited?

• Should minimum acreage requirements, particularly for high schools Should minimum acreage requirements, particularly for high schools 
be abolished?be abolished?
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Potential Strategies to Address School Siting

• Revisiting acreage requirements for schools, particularly High Schools. Revisiting acreage requirements for schools, particularly High Schools. 
The state, through the CDB, has set forth The state, through the CDB, has set forth maximummaximum acreage guidelines  acreage guidelines 
while most municipalities set forth while most municipalities set forth minimumminimum guidelines. guidelines.  

• Create a program that brings together municipal planners, school Create a program that brings together municipal planners, school 
officials, and other relevant parties to develop and implement a officials, and other relevant parties to develop and implement a 
comprehensive planning process for school districts. comprehensive planning process for school districts. 

• Design Schools to be Community-CenteredDesign Schools to be Community-Centered

• Create environments that encourage students to walk or bikeCreate environments that encourage students to walk or bike

• Work to ensure that a minimum of 50% of the students can walk or bike Work to ensure that a minimum of 50% of the students can walk or bike 
to schoolto school..
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Questions?

For further information, contact:

Russell Pietrowiak 

rpietrowiak@cmap.illinois.gov

312-386-8798

mailto:rpietrowiak@cmap.illinois.gov
mailto:rpietrowiak@cmap.illinois.gov

